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There is a difference between climate and weather.  In the midst of all the 
misinformation there is a message for the church.  Here is the other side of the story. 
 
You will have noticed the world media and UN special meetings on the so-called 
"existential threat" of climate change.  And by climate change the implication is 
"global warming" and its threat to the existence of mankind on earth. 
 
The term "existential threat" is the most common used phrase especially by American 
politicians and media.  That phrase means the very existence of the human race is in 
peril.  The latest figures thrown out are that if global warming is not stopped within 
12 years it is all over...mankind is done for, the planet will die and with it all of 
humanity. 
 
I want to respond with several observations to help you through this current hysteria 
and hopefully provide a more balanced view of our future.  And let me make this 
observation first: 
 
I take the state of our planet very seriously.  More so than the ecologists and 
politicians and virtue signalers. The reasons are straightforward.   

 You know by now from my writings that I believe we have thousands of years 
ahead of us.  So I am not one of those...well the Antichrist is taking over the 
earth and we are out of here so what do I care.  That is not me. 

 Further more I believe the meek will inherit the earth so I want to inherit or let 
our future church of Jesus on earth inherit a nice clean earth. 

 Thirdly this is God's property which He has loaned to us and we need to keep 
it neat and tidy and care for it.  He makes regular inspections to see what we 
are doing with His property. 

 
So in that light and as background let's get some balance in all the hype and let me 
warn you of what you need to watch out for: 
 
First realize there are some really crazy people out there.  Here is a recent example of 
seminary students who are studying for the ministry at Union Theological 
Seminary...a very old and established and world renowned Seminary.  What are they 
doing?  They are kneeling before plants and praying to the plants confessing their sins 
to the plants.  I quote from the article what they were praying: 
"Today in chapel, we confessed to plants. Together, we held our grief, joy, regret, hope, 
guilt and sorrow in prayer; offering them to the beings who sustain us but whose gift we 
too often fail to honor. 
  
They are being taught to confess their “climate sins” to potted plants, and eventually 
these impressionable young minds will be leading churches and Christian institutions 



all over America.  I realize that this story is so bizarre that it sounds like somebody 
made it up, but it is actually true.  The following was posted by the official Twitter 
account of Union Theological Seminary 
 

 
Now if the potted plants could talk back to their supplicants they would be saying 
"Please more CO2, we love CO2....we'll give you oxygen if you give us more carbon 
dioxide".  I doubt the seminary students have heard that those plants thrive with more 
carbon emissions.  
 
Next, watch out for deceptive stats and charts from those not giving you the complete 
picture. Here are some examples: 

 



Look at the long trends....not the recent trends to get the real picture! What a lot of 
graphs do is show you recent changes like the graph above of 1960's to 2010 when the 
graph of 1900 to 2020 is an entirely different picture. 
 

 
The sea level has been rising for 20,000 years! Hardly any rise for the last 6000 years. 
 

 
 
The earth has been far warmer in the past than it is now.  And no cars to give off 
carbon emissions.  And then again most of North America was covered by a huge ice 
glacier 12,000 years ago.  And then the earth warmed up and left the Grand Canyon 
behind and the Great Lakes.  What caused the warming? It was not human activity! 
 



There is a cycle of hot and cold throughout history.   The interesting fact is 
this....when there was a hot cycle, civilizations thrived, when there was global cooling 
there was war, famine, disease and collapse.  Warm is good!  
 

Here is something that the climate crazies won't tell you....there are hot and cold 
climate changes in the solar system!  Below are photos taken of the Mars North Polar 
cap over a period of a year.  That is "dry ice" carbon monoxide. It gets hot and polar 
caps melt...it gets cold and the polar ice caps grow.  And there are no cars with carbon 
emissions adding to Mars global warming!. 
 

 
 
So here are the facts you need to know: 
 



You must differentiate between weather and climate.  The weather is hot or cold in 
different places on earth at different times.  Climate is the state of weather over all the 
earth over decades of time. 
 
The sun has an enormous effect on the climate.  The energy output of the sun 
determines the amount of energy that the solar system receives.  This happens in 
cycles as the sun goes through its cycles. 
 
The inclination of the earth with respect to the sun goes in broad 400 year cycles as it 
rotates around the sun called Milankovich cycles.  The inclination determines the 
intensity of the sun rays hitting the earth...which affects how much energy  hits the 
earth. 
 
Cosmic radiation from the universe hits the earth atmosphere and causes cloud 
formation which determines whether sunlight reflects back to space or warms the 
earth. 
 
Carbon Dioxide contributes only 4-8% of the greenhouse effect and of that small 
amount of carbon dioxide only about 4% is man made.  Humans have a negligible 
effect on climate. 
 
Water vapour accounts for 90-95% of the green house gas effect.  Water vapour is 
natural and no amount of deindustrialization is going to affect water vapour in the air. 
 
During the Ordovician period carbon dioxide concentrations were twelve times what 
they are now and the temperature was lower....and plants thrived on that carbon 
dioxide. 
 
Increases in CO2 follow increases in temperature by about 800 years...they do not 
precede them. 
 
Mars has warmed about 0,5 C since 1970's approximately the same that the earth has 
warmed during that period. 
 
Antarctica has 90% of the earth's ice and it is growing. 
 
There are lots more data sets that can be cited and many more graphs.  The important 
point for Christians are the following: 
 
God made the heavens and the earth. He made the heavens and the earth dangerous to 
mankind and he made the heavens and the earth a blessing to mankind.  That is why 
His commandment is for us to "subdue" the earth.  Thee earth is filled with things like 
droughts, storms, hurricanes, earthquakes, typhoons, pests, glaciers, deserts, oceans, 
mountains.  There are a 101 things that can kill you as you walk out of your house this 
morning.  But this all has a purpose.  If you do not subdue the earth it will kill you. 
But you cannot subdue the earth on your own, you need to form community with 
others to "bear one another's burdens".  And you cannot do it without extra energy, 
you cannot do it with human strength alone....you need technology that converts 
energy into useable work. 
 



Beware the "man is an animal" call of extreme ecologists that call for a return to 
"nature".  The hidden message there is the earth needs to get back to 500 million 
people as its "natural sustainable carrying capacity".  Mass earth depopulation is on 
the hidden agenda. 
 
The real agenda of the ecology freaks is to stop the growth of people and more 
succinctly the growth of industrialization that has eliminated poverty, fed the masses, 
healed the sick and provided a wonderful life for billions. 
 
The real agenda of the political class is power and money. Power over the economy, 
increases in taxes and power over the lives of people, what you eat, what you drive, 
where you live, how you work. 
 
For the people of God we need to be aware that we are stewards of God's creation. 
We cannot abuse it.  We cannot destroy the earth. We need to leave it in better 
condition for the next generation.  But we cannot stop the production of energy.  We 
need energy to be productive.  Of course there are always better and better ways to 
produce energy and make it better and more sustainable. 
 
Climate and the economy and the earth and ecology need to be on the Christian 
agenda for discussion and sermons.  We need to join the debate.  We need to get 
informed and be part of the solution.  But we must also not be naive as to the motives 
behind a lot of the current climate hysteria. 
 
In future blogs I want to do more material on climate and energy solutions and 
lifestyle changes in our city designs and community expressions.  I believe the age we 
are entering in has some wonderful technical breakthroughs that will help us to clean 
up the earth, produce more energy cleaner and have more productive lives. 
 
 
 


